	Sunday, May 19, 2002
	Jacob and His Family
	Genesis 28:1-31:42


Remember that Abraham did not want a Canaanite woman for Isaac’s wife because he wanted to keep away the influences of people not like his own.  So, for spiritual safety reasons, Abraham had the servant return to his homeland and find a wife for Isaac.  This passage begins with instructions from Isaac to Jacob about where to find a wife.

1. Where did Isaac send Jacob to find a wife?

2. Was Isaac sent for the same reasons as Abraham’s servant was sent – to protect him spiritually? (Read Gen. 27:41-46)

3. On his trip, a strange thing happened to Jacob.  On a separate sheet of paper, draw the scene described in 28:10-17.  What is the most important point of what happened in this story?

4. Put the following in order by which happened first.

	
	Jacob agrees to work seven years for Rachel

	
	Jacob kisses Rachel

	
	Jacob meets Rachel

	
	Laban tricks Jacob and gives him Leah

	
	Jacob works seven more years for Rachel

	
	Jacob meets Laban

	
	Rachel becomes Jacob’s wife


5. Name each of Jacob’s children, their mother’s name, and the meaning of their name.

6. What was the deal between Jacob and Laban to pay Jacob for his work?

7. What did Laban do deceitfully?

8. The methods Jacob used to increase his proposed wages (30:37-43) seem to have been a combination of superstition and selective breeding.  They appeared to increase production of the various colored sheep and goats.  Who, however, was really responsible?  31:7-6,42







